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BY Aurelia Mbokazi

LIKEMOST YEARS,
2017’S BEENBITTER-
SWEET FOR MANY
OF US. THREE
WOMEN IN THE
MEDIA SHARE THEIR
FONDEST MEMORIES
AND CRUCIAL
LESSONS FROM
THESTUMBLES AND
TRIUMPHS THEY'VE
EXPERIENCED OVER
THE PAST
12MONTHS

—

Lifestyle




N ERASHINIE PHLAY, journalist, Head of Digital
al Power 98.7 and former Lditor of HuffPost S\,
had (o pick up the picees after resigning from
the online news site lollowing the publication
ola controversial blog

This year tested me (0 my limits. 1 learnt who my real
supporters were and who'd been waiting (o stick the
knife in. 1t was a very diflicull experience, bul it also
ollered the richest learnings.

My vision for 2017 was (0 make a success of (he space
Iwas in professionally and (ake [uffPost S\ (o grealer
heights. These dreams were (hwarled when resources
were withheld and  a toxie work  environment
developed. 1 tried (o stay the course when perhaps |
shouldn’t have.

Whenever I've  experienced a  disaster in my
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at [uffPost S\. The attack [rom (he while right in the
LS\ and S\ was very hard. | was particularly (aken
aback by the extreme anger (o my inilial response (o
the blog, where | wrote that while I didn't agree with
everything in it. it was true (hat white men enjoy
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disproportionale power.
The highlight was winning the Press Ombudsman
appeal. which showed (hat the blog  and my response
weren' hate speech. An even bigger highlight was (he
support and encouragement | received from various
quarters and coming o work al Power 98.7 shortly
alter leaving Media2 1. The entire incident made me
realise that we can'( effect meaningful transformation, .
and create media [or and by black people, without firs e BY Aurclia Mbokai

getling the ownership of media companies right.

I was afraid (hal everything I'd lought for and buill i 7
over a decade had been destroyed overnight, One g

malicious man threalened (o ruin it all, which

was devastating.

My coach, llelena Dolny, was my voice of reason and
chncouragement, as was my husband. Organisations
like Media NMonitoring Africa were wonderful. My
previous (eam and colleagues at (he Mail & Guardian
reached out and showed support (hroughou( (he
ordeal. The team I'd built and left behind at HuffPost
SV was also incredibly supportive. Ny faith as a
Christian was my rock.,

In 2018, I'm looking lorward (o healing and gelting
back into the groove ol creating meaningful and solid
work that does a service (o our democracy.

I'm going for a five day hike along (he coast in the
Transkel just ahead of New Year's e, (o celebrate nm
husband's birthday with friends. We'll end the hike
at Cotlee Bay and see in 2018 on the beaclh. under
the stars.
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Beautiful Powerful You
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Five minute make up fi>

Month of muses — The Ninevites, Verashni Pillay & Lindiwe Hani
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